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As I write this first newsletter I think of this morning when I started my truck to drive to work and noticed that the temperature was -3.  How pleasant were those 95 degree days on a clay track as hard as concrete and the hot sun beating down on our heads?  We certainly have the best of both worlds here in Mid-America land.

Here’s a little bit about your new president.  I was raised on a farm in southeast Iowa near Oskaloosa.  We rowcropped, milked dairy cows and raised hogs.  We had several different tractors, an AC, a MF and of course Deeres which are still my favorite.  There’s something about the sound of a two cylinder tractor at work that I can’t get out of my head.

A long time ago I graduated from the University of Northern Iowa with a marketing degree.  While living in Cedar Falls Ia we set a record in the month of January by going 17 straight days where the day time high never got above zero, so I’m no stranger to cold weather....but that doesn’t mean I like it.

For nineteen years I worked in the insurance industry at various jobs until founding an independent insurance agency, Mid-America Specialty Markets, in 1992.  Our focus is business insurance but we do it all from life, health, home, auto, bonds etc.  We have seven employees with offices in Columbia and Jefferson City.

After being a board member and occupying the positions of treasurer, secretary and vice president I became president of the Central Missouri CPCU Chapter in 2000.  This is an organization of insurance professionals who have achieved the CPCU designation, something that only 3% of those in the insurance profession have achieved.  I was recently elected to a fourth term as administrative council chair at Prairie Chapel United Methodist Church.  I’ve completed a lay speaking course which allows me to conduct worship services in the pastor’s absence.  

January Meeting

Our next meeting will be January 23rd in Centertown and will be hosted by John Doyle.  Directions to the meeting are posted on the website.  We’ll have Happy Hour at 5:00, meal at 6:00 with the meeting set to start at 7:00.  Several members have suggested we have a discussion on wheelie bars so bring your thoughts on this subject to the meeting.  Also at the last meeting we all agreed to solicit sponsors again this year but the use of the money was undecided.  We can table this again but we’ll be open for any reasonable ideas.  Sponsorship forms are available on the web.  Officers and board members are set for the 2010 pulling season but members of the Tech Committee are not.  We’ll be looking for volunteers and as far as I know Reed Nichols will continue as Chair.  One of themes for this year, and I’ll repeat this often, is I would like every member to spend a minimum of 1 hour working the pull at one of the work stations.  The line up work station is an excellent way for new members to get familiar with the members of our club and requires little physical effort.  The scales also is a great way to interact with pullers and get to know those that pull in various classes. 

 Memberships are due January 1, 2010 and I would encourage everyone to see Mike Moore and get signed up early.  Historically we have used this money to pay our insurance premiums which are due in April this year.  Fortunately the fiscal responsibility of the previous administration has given us enough breathing room that it won’t be necessary to have ALL memberships paid prior to paying the annual premium.

Finally, keep in mind that this is your pulling club, not mine.  It’s only going to be as good as it’s members and so far the members have stepped up to the plate and hit the ball out of the park in every clutch situation.  I’m excited about the 2010 pulling season, I hope you are!!

Steve Van Drimmelen

